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A different way of sharing 

 

After having described how our way of looking at things changes our 

perception and our action and how our patterns of reference influence 

our choices, I will show how different categories of goods have to be 

handled differently because they are of very different natures. 

 

The 4 categories of goods 

Some goods are destroyed when divided; some have to be shared to 

take shape; some truly multiply when shared; others diminish. 
 

We can distinguish four categories of goods: 

  

1) The first category of goods includes all the goods which are 

destroyed when they are divided. These are all the goods which 

form an indivisible entity because they have their significance and 

function as a whole, such as all the global equilibriums which 

regulate the universe, the laws of nature, the ecosystems, the 

rhythms of the cosmos and of nature, and the process of renewal of 

all natural resources which are provided by our environment. 

2) The second category includes all the goods which need to be shared 

in order to take shape. These are all the qualities which can exist 

only if many people have part in them, such as peace, justice, 

equity, beauty, friendship, love. 

3) The third category includes all the goods which multiply when they 

are shared. These are all the immaterial fields of culture and 

relationships such as knowledge, creativity, understanding, 

awareness, wisdom, generosity, which increase, and even multiply, 

when more people have part in them. 

4) The fourth category includes the goods which diminish when they 

are shared or divided and which become scarce. These are the 

material goods whose total quantity can only be divided in smaller 

lots between the partakers. The more numbered are the people who 

share them, the more these goods need to be divided into many 

parts, and the smaller part each one receives. They are the limited 

material goods, such as the cake kids share at a birthday party, or a 

certain quantity of items in a basket. 

 

The inspiration for these different categories of goods comes from a 

work group called the Alliance for a Responsible and Solidary World 

(Fondation pour le Progrès de l’Homme, Paris). 

 

In fact these goods combine one with another without end. For instance 

a book is a material good (4) which contains knowledge (3), is made 

out of paper (1) and can spread an intention of justice (2). These four 

different natures combine in one single item.  

 

It is also interesting to notice that each of these categories of goods has 

another way of being exchanged or shared. 

 

This is what we will now examine in more detail for each of these 

categories. 

 

1) Goods which cannot be divided unless destroyed 

Some goods form an entity which cannot be subdivided without being 

destroyed: all the laws of equilibrium and life resources. 
 

In the first category of goods we have all the equilibriums and the laws 

of nature which regulate the rhythms of the universe, the general 

balances of our environment and the rhythms of renewal of life 

resources. They constitute one single and indissociable entity which has 

its function as an indivisible whole. They are the leading forces of our 

world and of life. We have to adapt to them. They are the laws which 
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are regulating the rhythms of our Earth and Universe, the rhythms of 

years, seasons, cycles of draughts and floods, alternation of day and 

night, renewal of resources, absorption of wastes. All main natural 

resources which are essential for life such as water, air, sun, earth, 

forests, food, biodiversity, energy, are belonging to this category as 

well as all the resources the Earth makes available for us and which are 

not renewable such as all the minerals, the fuel, the coal and similar. 

This is the most important wealth which cannot be owned individually. 

It is by excellence a common good, precisely called the commons, 

which must remain accessible for all and respected as a whole. 

 

These goods form an indissociable whole because they constitute a 

system as such; they are only the visible parts of a wider body we have 

difficulty to discern because we cannot see all the connections of 

interdependence of its parts. It means that these resources can only be 

used in regard to the system as a whole in order not to endanger the 

general balance. The system, although it is not visible as such, is the 

ruling law of this whole. 

 

Considering the system as a whole is precisely what we do not do. We 

use water where it is available without caring whether we leave enough 

of it in the system: water on the Earth is like blood in our body. If there 

is not enough left, the whole body is in danger. Water is life and vital 

for all. It has to remain accessible for all in equality. In the same way, 

mineral resources are taken out of the ground without consideration for 

what is left for future generations. Not only we deplete the resources, 

but we destroy the system. By depletion of some of its essential parts it 

is in danger of not functioning as a whole anymore. 

 

Our climate is in danger of collapsing because our use of energy goes 

beyond what is tolerable. Many laws are regulating the general balances 

of our universe and of our Earth. They are life. They have established 

themselves through millenniums and still never stop evolving. They 

define the laws to which we have to adapt. They are the supreme good 

and the first category of goods because they constitute the material 

form of what provides life for all. Destroying these goods means killing 

life. 

 

These goods are so essential that they can only remain one whole and 

cannot be owned by anybody. They are by excellence the common 

good, i.e. the commons. 

 

2) Goods which take shape when shared 

Some goods can only take shape when they are shared: these are the 

qualities of our social life such as justice, peace, love, beauty. 
 

In the second category of goods we have the goods which make the 

qualities of our social life and can exist only if they are shared. Not 

only these goods are not diminished by the fact they are shared, but 

they need to be shared in order to take shape, it means to become 

reality. Without sharing, these goods cannot exist because they qualify 

the relationships between people. These are the qualities such as peace 

and justice or love. Peace can only exist when it is reciprocal, if both 

enemies reconcile. It is in the sharing of a reconciliating relationship 

that peace can arise, take shape and develop. These goods are also parts 

of the common good, of the commons. 

 

These goods not only need to be shared in order to take shape, they are 

also givers of life. They cannot be owned by anybody because they 

happen between people. Certainly they have instigators who generate 

these qualities more than others, but these people, even if they are 

absolutely necessary for the quality to arise, are not the owners or the 

creators of it. They are only a kind of catalyst for something which 

happens in the gap between people. This gap is in fact more inhabited 
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than one thinks because it is the link which relates each of us to our 

neighbours. As we are ourselves parts of a whole we form one body, 

one single body of humanity. The goods we are talking of are precisely 

making the special quality of these connections which link us and make 

us all solidary. 

 

Each of these goods remains dead if it is not shared. Wisdom is wisdom 

only if it is implemented in our relationships; if not it remains 

theoretical knowledge how to behave. Justice is justice only if it makes 

relationships more equal and transparent; if not it remains a hollow 

principle. Love is love only if it makes other people feel valued and 

respected; if not it remains a dry intention.  

 

3) Goods which multiply when shared 

Some goods multiply in width and depth in the same proportion as 

they are shared: such are the different aspects of knowledge. 
 

In the third category of goods, we have the goods which multiply and 

get more depth and intensity when they are shared. This is the case for 

knowledge. The more it spreads, the more it enriches people. The more 

people are enriched, the more they contribute to it and the more there is 

knowledge. It means these goods are multiplied, extended and 

nourished by the fact they are shared. Too often they are kept secret, as 

corporation’s ownership or as private power, but these unnatural 

practices make knowledge something much smaller than it is, because it 

is considered in this case as a privilege and as a tool for competition 

and domination, as something more exclusive than inclusive. In its 

essence, knowledge is made to be shared because it is also a part of the 

commons. We learn to walk, to speak, to relate to one another in the 

cradle of our families and smaller communities. This is an heritage 

which needs to be transmitted, i.e. shared with future generations, and 

still more with contemporaries because sharing allows it to be 

constantly renewed, recreated, reinvented. 

 

This category of goods seems at first glance very similar to the 

precedent one, yet it differs in an important way. In the precedent 

category goods had to be shared in order to take shape; without sharing 

they could not exist. In the present category, these goods can exist 

without being shared, yet they have an incredible faculty to multiply 

and increase in depth and intensity when they are shared. 

 

Many corporations try to patent many aspects of natural processes or 

inventions which include also a major part of natural or human 

heritage. How can one patent an OGM seed without patenting the seed 

itself which has been given by nature, as well as all forces which make 

the seed grow such as the power of the Earth, the sun and the water? 

How can one in this process patent the result of the seed without 

patenting also all the discoveries of sciences or even of humanity which 

the scientists who have “developed” this seed have learned at school, at 

university, as part of human knowledge and thanks to public 

institutions. 

 

Knowledge is clearly a common field for the whole of humanity. It has 

to be made accessible for all. It is why education is so important. It 

provides each one with the best means for life. It multiplies, because 

when one child learns to write and to count he or she starts an evolution 

which has no end. The richer this child becomes in terms of knowledge, 

the more he or she will contribute to the welfare of humanity. This is 

absolutely evident!  

 

And, more than anything else, the knowledge of the heart is what we all 

need to develop. And this can only happen when we support each other 

on this search and discovery.  
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4) Goods which diminish when shared 

Some goods diminish when they are shared: these are all the material 

goods. Avoiding their division can make them more available. 
 

In the fourth category of goods we have the material goods which really 

diminish when they are shared. They are like a cake; if more people 

share it, each one gets a lesser portion. This shrinking in sharing is true 

for all the resources and it means that we have to consume them with 

self-restraint in an aware consideration for the total quantity which 

remains available or being renewed by nature. This is mainly the case 

for the goods we consume and transform for our living. In fact these 

basic goods are very few and are not needed in great quantities: this is 

principally food and water. Other goods of this kind that we do not 

transform by consuming them but we use for our diverse activities are 

the items we use for personal care, like clothes or shelter. The further 

away we go from our own intimate skin, the more the goods we need 

are able to be shared, borrowed, or in common access. This is true for 

most of our tools for instance. It is why common access for use is the 

solution for making less disturbing the tendencies these goods have to 

shrink when shared. 

 

This is often said: love is not like a cake one shares. A mother can have 

many children and love them equally. Their respective share of love 

will not be diminished proportionally to the number of children. The 

availability of the mother for each one in terms of time maybe will be 

reduced, but the total love won’t. The goods we are now examining are 

not of this type. They are precisely diminished by sharing. It is 

important to see that the act of sharing is not as necessary as we think. 

As it has been described earlier, free access to use makes goods more 

available than private property. This is the general rule. It cannot be 

applied in the same way to all items, to my tooth brush as to my chain 

saw. It is what is fascinating in this rule: it challenges us to dare more 

in order to become richer. Daring more, it means inventing new ways 

of sharing instead of falling back onto the known ways of private 

property. This is the challenge. We are free to answer it as we want to. 

It becomes then a social adventure. This is precisely what allows a 

community to grow in maturity. 

 

The 4 ways to share goods 

For each category of goods a proper way to be shared: respect of 

wholeness, a quality implemented together, free exchange, sharing. 
 

The four categories of goods we have just described have their 

respective ways to be shared. The suitable rules for sharing are 

concerning two ranges of criteria: on the one hand the key of repartition 

between protagonists and on the other hand the modalities for 

exchanges. Rules for sharing and rules for exchange are different. 

 

Let’s describe in more detail these rules for the repartition and for the 

exchanges of these four categories of goods. 

 

1) Respect of the whole + restrained equal access 

General equilibriums must be respected as whole systems. The life 

supporting goods they produce (food) must be shared in equity. 
 

As it has been said, the goods which cannot be divided unless destroyed 

have to be respected as indivisible whole systems; they constitute the 

principal heritage of humanity. 

 

• Key of repartition: There is no possible sharing of these precious 

forces. Despite the fact these main equilibriums cannot be shared, 

their fruits can be shared and have to remain accessible for all, 

especially because they represent invaluable necessities for life: 
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water, food and other basic resources which cannot yet be 

consumed at a quicker rhythm than they are renewed. Equality is 

the key of repartition, in a spirit of self-restraint and adaptation.  

• Exchanges must tend towards equalising what nature has produced 

in a concentration which does not follow the density of population, 

because this density is mainly manmade as the fruit of urbanisation 

or of procreation which are not ruled directly by nature. 

Localisation and seasonal harvests have to be corrected by 

transport. 

 

Water in a Saharan oasis is shared according to a very sophisticated 

system of combs and channels and a strict control of timing, managed 

by the community according to the quantities which are available at 

each time. It is exactly what our modern services for water should do. 

But the tendency is now to privatise these services and many categories 

of people are left behind, either because they are poor or because they 

are settled too far away from the source or the network for these new 

private corporations to bother for them. 

 

2) A quality to be implemented together + reciprocity 

Immaterial qualities arise because all together we give them a shape; 

they arise in open sharing and reciprocity; all take part in it. 
 

As it has been said, the goods which take shape when shared need the 

participation of all; they are truly the expression of the maturity of a 

community and present an image of the wisdom of the community as a 

synthesis.  

 

• Key of repartition: These goods are the similar immaterial 

correspondent to the equilibriums of the precedent category; they 

are the invisible qualities of the laws of the cosmos: love, peace, 

joy, justice. They are the general expression of wisdom. All 

members of the community take part in their expression and give 

them a shape all together. The participation of all is needed. 

• Exchanges are the means through which they become real; it means 

that each one of these goods needs at least two actors and the space 

between them to flourish. The more they are exchanged and shared, 

the more they take shape, the more people take part in them, the 

more they spread and the more they extend and gain in depth and 

width. Reciprocity is the condition for their existence, and the rule 

for their exchange, because this is a condition for them to exist that 

the exchanges go both ways. 

 

The market pretends to regulate our relationships according to the 

classic theory of the self-regulating ability of market. But this is a lie. 

The experience proves that free market can only create long term 

imbalances such as poverty and destruction, or excessive wealth 

concentrations. We need wisdom to regulate our lives and this is an 

immaterial quality which is a leading force of the universe (or life), 

despite the fact it is not visible or material. All the qualities which are 

concerned in this category are precisely immaterial values which rule 

our world. We have evacuated them because they do not fit well into 

the logic of market exchanges; market is a very gross and disturbing 

caricature of life. It is why the community has to control the market 

because only our social maturity, when implemented together, is able to 

control the energies of market.  

 

It is important to see that wisdom or justice or peace or love are not 

products of a privileged class who would be constituted by the wise 

people who know. Certainly in each society there are teachers and 

prophets, but wisdom is nevertheless the work of all together. All are 

involved because the creation of this quality happens in the 

relationships, as it has been described earlier. It means that these 

qualities are the expression of the state of our society in general, as a 
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synthesis of what we are as a whole. What is appalling in the strong 

dominance of our society by the mechanisms of market is that it 

prevents a true evolution of our human qualities. Justice, peace, love are 

discarded as if they could only take shape in the protected bosom of the 

family. This is a very sad twist of our life conditions.  

 

The qualities of justice, peace and love arise only in reciprocity. Only if 

I am in peace with you and you are in peace with me, there is true peace 

between us. Reciprocity is the quality of the way they have to be 

shared. 

 

3) Free access + free exchange 

Common goods like knowledge multiply when they are shared; their 

access and exchange have to remain free and common for all. 
 

As it has been said, the goods which multiply when shared need to be 

accessible for all, freely. Exchange stimulates their development and 

the possibilities to access them. 

 

• Key of repartition: As they multiply when shared, these goods are 

very easy to share. Education makes knowledge available to all. 

More knowledge stimulates more knowledge. The more it is shared, 

the more it can develop and stimulate the inner growth of people. It 

is why open access to education is always a beautiful privilege, not 

only for the ones who have access to it but for all the members of 

the community. Knowledge is like a boomerang. It comes back in 

an enriched way to the one who gives it. It is the best example of 

the advantages of sharing which constitutes enrichment for all. 

• Exchanges have to remain free and accessible for all because it 

helps these goods to multiply.  

 

Knowledge is the pure produce of a collective body. We get taught very 

early at school about the heritage of humanity, in terms of sciences, art, 

techniques, ethics, philosophy, spirituality. The purpose of education is 

to provide people with the best tools in order for them to have the best 

possible ability to serve their community in a wise and creative way. 

Exchange of knowledge makes it open and available for all. Free 

exchange is even the condition for knowledge to develop and to be 

nourished by all. If sharing is prevented, knowledge gets poorer. 

 

Intellectual property is in most cases a form of speculation because any 

knowledge is basically nourished by the community and by human 

heritage. Without the basic acquisition of reading and writing there 

would be almost no invention. There is a deep contradiction in 

intellectual property: the one who has received the most from the 

collective effort of education can take most advantage of his position 

and privilege. In fact the more we receive from our community, the 

more we are meant to give back through the quality of our creativity 

and what we offer in our services.  

 

Yet intellectual property is meant to be a positive means for 

compensating for the time needed for creation. Creation needs time and 

time of subsistence needs means for subsistence. It is why intellectual 

property can have a sense, and this form of support of the community to 

help creativity is an absolute necessity. But in most cases intellectual 

property is more exploited as a means to make profit out of something 

which has been provided by society. 

 

4) Self-restraint and equity + common access 

Goods which diminish when shared need to be used with restraint; 

they diminish less when their access remains open to all. 
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As it has been said, these goods are the material goods which need to be 

used in respect of the needs of the others because they diminish if too 

many people take their private share of them.  

 

• Key of repartition: Because of their limited quantity their sharing 

must be done in a spirit of equity. Share and care! The more their 

access remains open to all, the more people can enjoy their use.  

• Exchanges: When their access remains common, because their use 

is not restricted by private property, they do not diminish so 

drastically. This is the law of preference of use over property. 

 

When goods are scarce, people fight and privileges play an important 

role. With this category of goods which diminish when shared, the 

challenge is to reinforce the practice of equity and sharing each time 

competition tends to increase. The reverse trend of sharing has to be 

therefore implemented, with more control by the community. This 

control is more of social nature than a police action! It is about creating 

the right awareness so that the members of the community understand 

well how much there is to gain in dividing the goods in an equal and 

just way. 

 

The advantages of access to use over private property have been 

already well developed in the precedent pages.  

 

All goods are not of equal value and necessity. Food and water are a 

priority as well as shelter and health or education. Luxury goods are not 

a necessity. It means that the rules for sharing are different for each 

type of goods. A balanced way of sharing is the opportunity to 

implement the goods of the second category that we have just defined: 

the qualities which take shape when shared. Scarcity of the goods of the 

fourth category allows qualities of the second category to be made 

active. Scarcity is an opportunity for wisdom. 

 


