
Vocation and Subsistence – towards reconciliation 

between simplicity and wealth, in search of care and equity. 

So far, as a market society, we have got it all wrong – the role of the economy is not to 

organise infinite growth on a limited planet, nor is to generate wealth that is accumulated in 

the hands of a few. No, it is to satisfy the most important human needs for all, from food and 

shelter to health, education, creativity, social recognition and love. 

This book adopts a radically different approach to the economy. Instead of accepting the 

dominance of finance and capital, it goes back to the basics – what are the true nature, 

meaning and function of resources, of work, of the Commons, of knowledge, of 

infrastructure, of capital in our human lives – especially if we intend, in our personal lives, to 

focus on what matters most. 

The first part of the book investigates the disease of our system: how the influence of 

market and money has inverted most of our human priorities, favouring competition and 

profit at the expense of care and sharing.  

Then it proposes solutions: how we should transform our behaviours; how local 

communities need to take back control of the conditions for their own production and 

exchanges; how reciprocity may become the key factor that will initiate exchanges of a 

fundamentally different nature; how our human values and persons may be better recognised 

and reinforced; how exchanges become, then, opportunities for social links; how precious 

qualities (goods) may take shape, find their own expression and be shared, and how they may 

multiply precisely because they are shared.  

True wealth is not like a cake one gets less of when many people share it – on the contrary, an 

equitable way of sharing common wealth makes it accessible to many more, accessible to all 

people. And, in this way, it circulates more quickly and extends more widely. 

 

Yves de Morsier:  Vocation and Subsistence – towards reconciliation between simplicity and wealth in search of care and equity.   

Desert Creek House Publishing, 2022.    ISBN  978-1-922957-71-9   Paperback,  530p.        

You can buy (order) it in each local bookshop… or online. To learn more:  http://www.desertcreekhouse.com.au/alliance/alliance.html 

The author, YVES DE MORSIER, born in French speaking Switzerland in the 1950s, architect by training, proposes here a very practical approach 

that draws from about 50 years of experience in forms of gentle development that aim at a fair share of common resources. He lives on the South Coast of 

New South Wales (Australia) where, with his wife Ursula, he has built an off-grid solar-powered rammed earth house, facing a national park, where they 

experiment with new ways of sharing and facilitate times of meditation and workshops.      See: www.desertcreekhouse.com.au 


